The creative genius of Kamala Das, one of the most prominent voices of protest in Indian English Literature is often compared to the American poet Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton as both of them used the confessional mode of writing in their poetry. Kamala Das, born in 1934 in Thrissur district of kerela emerged as a distinctive poetic voice with the publication of the first volume of her poetry Summer in Calcutta. In her poems Kamala Das has always raised a voice against the conventionalized figure of a woman, seeking a more dignified and honourable position for woman as an entity. In fact her poetry addresses the most critical issue in the contemporary society-the need to awaken the women. Her poetry collections include
When the first volume of poetry of Kamala Das, Summer in Calcutta was published in 1965, the feminist movement was at its pick. Feminism is a movement against the discrimination of women on the basis of gender. In the west the origin of the feminist thinking can be traced long back in 1792 when Mary Wollstonecraft published A Vindication of the Rights of Women. The book succeeded in drawing public attention to the condition of women in contemporary society. However the official inauguration of the women's movement took place with the Seneca Falls Convention in America in 1848. The feminist movement can broadly be classified into first and second wave of feminism. While the first wave feminists dealt with the inequalities between men and women; the second wave feminists are concerned with the oppression of women in the patriarchal world. During the 1960s the second wave of feminism was at its pick and they raised voice against the oppression of women.
Feminism rejects the assertion that creative mind is sexless. Men may try to write about women but it is only women who can better voice the problems faced by them in patriarchal society. The experience of womanhood gives woman a distinct mode of perception which is totally different from man. The gynocritics even assert that there exists an 'ecriture feminine' i.e. distinctive women's language. In women's literature the female self is identical to the female body. In this perspective the poems of Kamala Das can be viewed as radical in Indian context as they openly unveil the female psyche.
The Indian Poetry in English is said to have begun with Henry Louis Vivin Derozio, whose poetry delineated Indian situation. His interest in India is clearly visible in his poem In the post independence era Indian women's writing in English revealed the feminine psyche that hitherto remained unknown. Women writers began to express in their writing their anger against the social situation in which they were living. Among all the women writers Kamala Das is perhaps the most controversial figure in the realm of Indian English poetry. Her poetic temper made her a new phenomenon in the Indian English Poetry, as K. R.
S. Iyengar says, "a far cry indeed from Toru Dutt or even Sorijini Naidu"(Iyengar1992:680).
Toru Dutt and Sorjini Naidu represent the romantic tradition in Indian English poetry and Kamala Das makes a distinctive shift from this tradition. Her poetic sensibility is filled with agonies of feminine existence that have turned out to be violent poetic outcry.
The proposed study is an attempt to show the radical voice of Kamala Das in her poems against the institution of marriage. In a conventional patriarchal society a woman suffers most in her marital relationship. Torn between the lust of her husband and the conventional social norms the wife gradually accepts situation to be her destiny. The study is based on two widely acclaimed poems of Kamala Das-An Introduction and The Old
Playhouse. The paper employs key ideas drawn from feminism that would provide the broader framework for the present study. The present study follows the interpretative analysis of the primary text and the investigation would mainly rely on secondary sources available. In the light of the above discussion we can conclude that Kamala Das's poems can be seen as a radical voice in the contemporary context as they convey a protest against the ways society have treated Indian woman. As a confessional poet Kamala Das no doubt expresses her personal experiences, but these personal experiences have a universal appeal as they represent the plight of common marginalized women of India. Kamala Das is against exploitation of women and in her poems An Introduction and The Old Playhouse she raises her voice against the institution of marriage that exploits both the mind and body of women.
In her voice of protest there is also a glimpse of her desire to escape her 'womanliness' by wearing a shirt and trousers. She is not ready to accept and submit to the fixed pattern of a woman's life which is fixed by the society for her. Thus by raising a voice of protest against the conventional patriarchal society Kamala Das intends to instill courage in the hearts of the fellow women to set themselves free from societal bondage.
